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Mr.  PETE! 

anCholy 
offspring    I" 
obnoxious  to  such 

is  larger  anion-  si  ons  than  among  the  fruits 

inary  marriages. 
Wc   find  among  the  ti  ns  of  the  American 

i.l    Associition,  a 
eight  hundred  am  tj  -three  obs 

marriages  of  consanguinity  of  vj 
relationship,  furnished  from  th< 
to-wit  : 

Maine.  'J  by  Vei  ! 
iasssachuss  tts,  ■  ecticut.  5]  b 

York,  :it   by  Pennsylvania,  ;;:;  by  v.  -  i.v 

ire,  2  by    Maryland,   2t   bj    Virginia.  11   by 
North  Carolina,  3  by  South  Carolina.  30 
Vlabama,  14    b\ 

■  ky,    W7  b) 
by  Illinois,    i  ana,  18  by  <  >hio,  3-1  bj 

:  by  Wisci 
_  Of  these  there  are  ten  casi  other  and  half 

twelve  of  uncle  anil  nejee,  or   aunt  and   ne- 


and  thirty    of  first   coi 
ory. 

'i  his  report  goes  on  to  show  that  the  i 
su<  I  are   by  one  hundred  per  cent  more 

liable  to  consumption,  scoi 
hydrocephalus  r   heroditoi 

the  offsprings  oi  persons  who  are  nol  relati 

Of  the  ten  marriages  of  brother  and  hall  sister 
there  were  thirty-One  children  born  in  the  ;■■; 
gate:  of  that  number  twenty-nine  were 
to-wit:  nineteen  were  idiots.  ,,ie  epetiptic,  five 
scofulous.  and  eleven  others  deformed  ;  one  family 
of  five  children  all  idiots,  one  of  seven  children,  sis 
could  not  speak  so  a-,  to  be  undei'stood. 

Of  the  twelve   marriages  of  upcle  ami  neice.  oi 
aunt  ami  nephew,  lie. -re  were  in  the  .  Hfty- 

thi'te  childi'en.  of  this  number  forty  were 
to-wit  one  deaf  and  dumb,  three  blind   bovn.   three 
idiots,  one  insaii".  one    epcliptic.  thirteen 
anil  the    other   nineteen  dfective,  were  deform 
some  w  iy. 

Of    tho    sixty-one    marria 
weie  themselves  the 
there  werj    born    247  children, 
were  defective,    128,  to-wit:  9  were  deal  rmifo 

idiots.  4    insane,  4  epileptic,  44  were 

i     | 

then  :'.  to-wit:  2  wen   ■■ 

rib.  2  born  blind, 

(.if  tli 
o     ; 

f    m 
te  coursi 

are  o 

a  man  aud  his  grand   daughter,  produced  oue  . 


depravity  is   complete.    In  the 

centage 

estuous  mnr- 

cle  and  niece.  tJn> 

8  of  COUsi' 

!    ot'  velar i' 

of  the  first  degree,  the 

ner  ecu  ,a.t  as  you   recede   from  the 

■ht   stock,  the  proportion  of  the 

iscuous  marriages,  where  : 
rents  v  re  were   born  8:57  chil- 

dren.    Of  these   18  were  defective,   to-wit:  '.',   were 
.  blind,  6  idiots,  1  insane,  3  epilep- 
tic. 1  scrofulous— a  little  over  2  per  cent. 

From  the  foregoing,  it  i=  evident  there  is  the 
sity  of  a  law  to  prevent  this  alarming  state  of  affairs. 
of  a  grievance  of  some  kind 
or  of  he  i  of  every  hi  w  in 

in  all  governments,  and  the  necessity  of  ameliorate 
of  \\  hatever  nature  it  may  have 
been,  ha  elicited   the  attention   of  Legisla- 

tures, and  evoked  from  such   bodies  enactments  to 
oi'  persons  and    property,  to  re- 
tram  the  vicious  and  to  promote 
fare  and  prosperity. 
they   have  generally   given  to  the  the 

which  en  -torn  iias  entailed  upon  the  human 
by  incestuous  marriages,   thereby  tolerating 
one  oi'  ■  inous  evil.-,  to  mental  and    hysical 

lias  ever  invaded  the  sanctuary  of 
me  that  has  been  practiced 
ft bm  tin  d  which  now   prevails 

ir  less  extent,  I  believe;   in  every  coun- 
ion    the    face    of   the    globe.      The"   trans- 
•  of  divine    laws    has   suspended   over   him 
the  wrath  of  Omnipotence:  the  tra  ,•  of  hu- 

man laws  has  the  penalties   of  those    laws   allotted 
him;  the  tra  jemc  laws  promotive  of 

health  and!  to  wit:    the   inebriate  ai 

debauch  iffer  all  the  ills  which  follow  in 

the  train  of  a  premature   old  age.  inviting  an  early 
d  <  -     :  linst  the  laws  ot  pvopa- 

ievance  for  which  this  hill  is 
liitve  visited  upon  them  the  terribli 

in    riveted  upon  their  unoffending 
cal  or  mental  degeneracy,  ov 
ir.    And  whilst  your  L  es  have 

books   witli   laws   providing 
ther  orders   of  nuisance,  this  mostini- 
su'bjcct,   affoctii 
ivhple  communities,  ha 
lading  its   blight  through   every 
ttion. 

or  such  they 
canker, 
the    frequency   of  m  t>J  cou'i- 

I  iiikind  wil  i  i  fhteous 

■     'led  oublic  opin- 
ion to  its  odium,  ;  ition  of 
I     ally    more  incestuous 
n     rri 
-.  a  union    of  w  Inch   in  this 
■  everybody 

However  re- 
• 

incestu- 

!-.  w  nose  p. n  enta 
...  ail  tUeir  elements  cou»ii- 


tuting  an  id«  ntitj  :utional    m 

out  one  single  n<  to  aid  in  reconstruct- 

ing I 

The  moralist  who  may  bn 
my  time  to  i  n  aign  the  propriety  of  su  :h  m 
as  offenaire  to  th( 
pagation  ami  the  laws  of  propriety,   h  ■ 

>ta   by  the  ab  enco  oi   any 
ii \  «•  emu  tra<  at  to  Bupport  ai 

This,  sir.  i  i   w  inch   a 

eTery  nhilanthrop 

its  train  are  not  to  affect  the  great  in 
country,  but  the}  -  p  in  the  bo-<oin  oi  social 

intercourse.    A  subject  attended  with  collateral  mis- 
furtunes  in  its  wake,   more  momentous  and  fraught 
with  direr  consequences  than  any  other  don 
ing   influence  with  which  we  have  to  contend,  with 
tary  exceptio  up 

And     whj 
involves   a   brief   surrey  of  the  laws  of] 
tion  as  applicable  to    animals    as  well    a 
in  fact  men  are  anun  as  their  i 

development    is    cum.  licnt    in 

in  their  organism  to  the  same  pi 
are  some  of  the   lower  animals.    Tin 
stock  raiser  h  well  aware   of  the   baneful 
of  breeding  stock  together  throuf. 
erationa,  and   hei 

called,  is  a  universal  custom   among  men  ol 
vation,  to  secure  a  peri 
plete   development.      Degeneracy    is   an   in 
consequence  ot'  breeding  stock  through  tin 
parentage  and  offspring  for  rations  ; 

tliis*  being  conceededat  !  forma- 

tion of  brutes,  which  alone  is  the  subject  ol 
vation,  the  brain  and  nervou 
common  with  the  general  pi  ric.    T  li i -  or- 

gan, however,  being  naturally  small  in  that  i 
creatures,  and  the  manifestations  of  its  function", 
the  mind,  very  feeble,  their  mental  capacity  has  not 
been  so  closely  scrutinized  until  recently,  ai 
Bcquently  no  estimate  has  been  made  of  the  effects 
of  such  breeding  on  their  brain.  It  ;.s.  therefore, 
an  inference,  that,   as  the  whole  body  Buffi  i 

in  proportion  to  that  degeneracy— the  mind  as  its 
function,  Buffering  in  a  direct  ratio  with  the  decreas- 
ed energy  uf  its  ppnpei  organ. 

Observation  and  experience  have  establish) 
facts   beyond  controversy,   in  the  history 
mammal  tribes,  and  if  a  known  law  of  degeneracy 
holds  good  in  some  species  and   genera   bj  analogy 
we  are  led  to  assume  that  it  is  equally  true  in  ah  ol 
the  order. 

Hut,  on  looking  into  the  laws  governing  th 
plete  proposition  and  development  of  i 
find  a  class  of  beings  below  the  mammal 
denization  is  not  influenced  by  t  he  al  laws 

that  affect  the  growth  ot"  the  higher  order  of  i 
With  that  class,  mingling  the  same  procreative  elc 
ments  together  through  a  continued  succi 
generations,  is  a  sine  qua  nt/u  to  their  complete  evo- 
lution, and  a  continuation  of  their  perfect  species 
and  genera.  The  moluscse  and  crustaeea,  and  es- 
pecially the  hyirenoptera  and  lepidoptera,  including 
all  the  varieties  of  insects,  belong  to  that  class. 

Thus  one  part  of  creation  is  influenced  bv 
laws  as  insures  perpetuity  of  their  perfect  orders, 
while  another  part  is  influenced  by  another  set  of 
laws,  apparently  subversive  of  t1: 
ing  their  propagation  and  devolopeinent,  so  that 
*•  every  living  creature  follows  after  the  ways  of  its 
kind."' 

Take,  for  example,  some  of  the  insect  tribes, 
which  are  the  \^vy  same  now  in  habitudes  as  they 
have  alway,  been,  as  far  back  as  we  can  trace  them; 
their  individual  ami  general  characteristics  are  the 
very  same,  not  having  undergone  any  detriment 
from  mingling  kindred  ir  pro- 

pogation  through  the  waste  i  I 
law  of  their  natui  ».    That  who 

produced  by    brother  and   sister  thron 
generations,  without  thes 
rioration  whatever.     Them:' 
reared  from  a  common  parentage, 
Iv.    In  the  act  of  prof reation  the  male  dies;  when 
the  female  deposits   he.'  ova  she  too,  having 
object  of  1m 


tion  bled  Phoe- 

nix   •'  ■  life   on   the    ruins  of  then  ancestry, 

full  an  I  p< 
with  all  he   L'pidopl 

- 

i 

The  ant  and  honej 
are  i  in  conformation 

ount 

t  leave  ti,  i  end  high- 

where.  by  a  fewlirks.  you  arc  introduced  to  n 

I  and  perfection  of  animal  Bymetry,  a  to- 
different  law  of  prop 

individuality  oi  species,  a  foreign  parent  ol 

- 

Now.  although  th.-  • 

'.nice  with  tlu  laws  applicable  to  the- 

rt  at 
:  ".it   of  Providence,  is  obedient  to  its  own 
proper  and  fixed   laws,  which  in   every    individual 
•  int'y  the  same. 

all  the  ci  ice  with  which 

ns  familiar,  and  a 
.  1    ordei 
ther  th: oughout  the  whole  animal  world. 
in  the  microscopic  sphere,  the  millions,  are 
ipi'Opriat  •  mi'^s  ;  .   into  the 

visible  world,  that   SU  lini- 

ng in  th  e,  or- 

is a  1  led  and  super  added  in  the  dif- 
;  tribes,  and  all  connected  together  by  appro- 
intcrmediatc  genera.    Ihus  an  intei'm^d 
i  en  the  fish  and  the  reptile  genera 

and  reptifo,  between  the  quadruped 
and  m 

Throughout  the  vast  chain  of  beings  the  funda- 
mental laws  of  |. 

n  oi  ■ 
midly.  those  applicable   to  physical 
transmission;  and  thirdly,  those  that  arc  applicable 

on  of  habil 

i  perpetuate  the  ..  hybrid 

i'om 
lilar   hybrid  or  an  original 
•  idual  peculiarity  to  an   offspri 
thereby  obeying  a  wise  ordinance  of  nati 

ng  of  races   and    a  chaos  of  animal 
.!  !    law  is   that   of  a   transit] 
onformation  already  discus 
the  transmission  of  liubitu  I 
if  nervous  ag<  ncy.  and  upon  it 
i  !  vivacity  pring.and 

influenced  by  the  relationship  of  the  cri- 
ginal«etock.    Thus  a  I  iug 

as  it  were  the  habitud 

aneTby  bringing  a  variety  of  elements  together,  the 
vim  and  activity  of  the  offspring  is  greatly  i 

>•  in  mingling  wild  and  domestic  animal,  or  ani- 
mals ot'  tie  from  other  regions  of  the 
earth,  blending  a  diversity  of  habitudes. 'lie  full  and 
lete  organization  with  a  perfect  manifestation 
of  pewers  and  ;  is  obtained.  But  the 
verse  is  the  case  in  blend  in  :L.rt- 
sively  :  there  no  new  element  is  thrown  ino  the  con- 
identity  of  habitude:  a  counterfoil,  a  r 
ings  and  a                                                                       |    ljy 

mt  repitUion;  cotinue- 
tion  until  th 
exhausted,  and  • 

all  ti  ,  of  a  iter, 

'•ai  charact 

- 
after  ,i'if- 

latin.. 

■ion.     This  the 

be  the  fact  \ 


zation.  where  man  supremely  endowed  with  a  volu- 
minous brain,   and   whose  mental  supremacy 
made  him  the  monarch  of  creation  and  given  to  him 
dominion  over  all  thi' 

Whatever  causes  endanger  the   anim 
meat  i.i  any  species  of  the  "mammalia  will    als  i  en 
danger  that  of  the  human  race.     Blood  bn 
drod  blood  infuses  into  the  succeeding  races  a  vi 
integral  composition  and  a  diseased  cr  diminutivt 
construction,  which  is  equally  true  in  its  application 
to  mankind  :  and  wh  tevef  produces  a  diminished 
volume  or  force  in  an  organ  abi  iwer;then 

th    deduction  follows  that  us  the  brain  is  an  inl 
part 

iridge'd   and  weakened 
successive  repetitions  ol  i     i   oi  that  wi 

ness.  resulting  in  hid<  and  idiocy. 

Why  a  different  set  of  laws 
tion  of  the  iiigher  order  of  animals  from  these  which 
regulate   the  perp  of  the  hy- 

menoptcra  and  others  lower  in  of  being — 

why  one  part  of  creation  is  obedie 
■s+rictions,  and  another  pre  :e  to  those 

rictions  and  app<  mown  only 

to  Him  whose  fiat  spoke  tho.se  general  laws  into  exis- 
tence. 

Our  knowledge  is  confined  to  tl  ble  fact 

that  the  penalties  of  a  violation  of  these  laws  are 
male  manifest  in  the  awful  visitations,  upon  the 
fruits  of  such  disobedience,  of  imbecility  and  the 
more  hideous  curse  of  mania  in  itsvariou 
afflictions  imposed  no  doubt  by  Providence  to  pre- 
the  blending  of  blood  with  kindred  blood. 

asylums    of  distress  and  ponder 
over  the  silent  fate  of  deaf  mutes,  and  inquire  into 
history  ofa  large  proportion  of  them.  Go  you  into 
r  ceptacles  of  the  blind,  am  ite  all  the 

circumstances  connected  with  their  dreary  pilgi 
on  eartn,  and  learn  how    far  a  congenital  defect 
he  organ    of  sight  has   depended    upon  consan- 
•acy.     Go    to  your   Insane 
if  wretchedness  and  despair,  and  shud- 
in  sympathizing  anguish    for  your  race,  as  yon 
.  en  the  ravings  of  one  whose  peculiar  organiza- 
i  lias  dethroned  his  reason,  and  made  him  a  fiend 
in  human  shape.     Go  into   every  grade  u;  society, 
you  encounter  beings  so  deformed  that  they  are 
usance  to  humanity  and  a  drudgery  to  life  itself. 
Go  Into  all  classes  of  the  community  where  relatives 
have  married  and  inter-marrieti  for  the  purpose  of 
promoting  mercenary  ends,  and  contemplate  imbe- 
cility among  the  adults,  and  diseases  of  a  congenital 
character  among  the  youthful.     Go   every  wnere — 
mingle  with  your  species— and  wherever  consan- 
e  marriages  are  promoted,  and  lo  !   what  havoc 
of  physical  symmetry  and  perfection!   what  griei  OUS 
mental  aberations,  and  what  depravity  ol  all  the  el 
ements  which  are  calculated  to  ennoble  and  beau- 
tify! 

These  are  some  of  the  considerations  which  float 
on  the  great  ocean  of  similar  facts  that  present 
themselves  to  the  philanthropist,  invoking  him  to 
use  all  his  powere  and  influence  to  prevent  the  ruin- 
ous practice  of  such  marriages.  They  address 
themselves  to  the  law-maker,  and  implore  him  to  in- 
terpose h's  influence.  The  wretched  offspring  and 
victims  of  such  marriages  cry  aloud  to  humanity  to 
frown  them  down,  and  a  sympathising  nation  is 
!y  to  wail  over  the  tardy  action  of  legislative 
bodies  in  repressing  the  custom. 

Aye,  sir.  contemplate  nearly  "all  to  which 

fl<  ah  is  heir."     Visil 

s  in  their  broadest  phase,  resulting  from  marri- 
ages of  cousins  of  the  tie-  •  this 
is  a  fruitfr.l  source.,  but  not  the  only  one.)  Look  at 
the  epileptic  a-  les  in  the  toils  of  an  appal- 
In-  ition 
of  the  brair  and  nervous  system,  transmitted  to  him 
by  a  kindred  ancestry,  and  over  which  he  has  had 
ontrol.  Look  at  the  convulsed  infant,  writhing 
in  unconscious  agony,  which,  originating  from  the 
same  cause,  deranges  all  the  vital  forces,  producing 
an  aberation  of  intellect,  which  like  the  fatal  tunic 
of  Hercules,  sticks  to  him  for  life,  and  from  his  cra- 
dle to  Iris  grave  he  onhj  vegetates  ademented 
ance.  Look  upon  all  I 
and  ponder  well  over  '-griefs  forbidden  story,"  as 


spoken  in  the  evidences  furnished   by  the  unfortu- 
nate Or 

<  I  in  wedlock.  Again  :  Contem- 
plate in  i  tho  nnsequ  noes  of  s  ;••!) 
marriag                 thes  have  been  encouraged  by  un- 

ug  relatives,   on   account  of  property  :  ayi 
althy  lucre,  in  order  to  keep  estates  in  certain  fam- 
ily connexions  :  and  behold  the  vvir.herir.fr  rebuke  of 
such  mercenary  motives,  and  the  scathing  manifes- 
:  nature.    The  penalties  of  viola- 
ily   on   them.     Whole  connexions 
nbecile.  that  families  are  met  with 
;t,    that   not  a   solitary  member 
could  transact  the  most   ordinary   business,  far  less 
than  aspiring  to  the  dignity  of  managing  estates  en- 
tailed on  them  by  the   legitimate   laws  of  descent — 
nay.  more,  many  of  them  are  either  idiots,  maniacs 
■ 
But,  sirs,  the  su  exhausted  by  this  brief 

review  Individuals  and  individual  com- 

munitie:  mly  sufferers  from  this  evil. 

Whole  nation  -  -one   by.   have  been  ruined 

by  the  practice  and  fruits  of  incestuous 
marriages.  Call  to  mind  the  prosperous  and  power- 
ful kingdom  of  Syria,  after  the  vast  dominions  of 
the  Macedonian  Conqueror  had  been  partitioned 
among  his  victorious  Generals. 

This  country,  after  some   fluctuations,  fell  to  the 
lot  of    Seieucius,  in  whose  family  the    crown  re- 
generations, until  the  imbecility 
and  cruelty  oi  the  reigning  monarchs.  induced  the 
people  to  invite  Tigranes,  a  neighboring  Prince,  to 
take  possession  of  the  realm,  and  then  the   sceptre 
|  fell  from  the   impotent  and  unworthy  grasp  of  the 
Seieucidae.     The  whole  history  of  that  race  of  sov- 
is  a  history  blackened  by  moral  turpitude. 
physical    degeneracy,    and  mental    penury.     Now, 
sir.  why  was  this  '.'     Why  was  this  magnificent  king- 
dom, placed   as  it  was   in  the  temperate  zone  of  the 
earth,  peculiarly  favorable  to  the  development  of  a 
complete  animal  organization  for  the  development  of 


and  symmetry  of  form,  made  the  home  ot  madmen 
and  monsters  I  Why  was  a  country  in  a  clime  con- 
secrated by  Deity,  to  the  production  of  the  most 
eminent  of  created  intelligences,  prostituted 
production  ot  idiots  and  fiends '( 
Let  your  history  answer.  Let  the  warn- 
ak  out.  Let  the  shades  of  depart- 
ed greatness  tell  you.  It  was  the  fruit  of  consan- 
guineous marriages.  For  many  generations  polyg- 
amy and  incestuous  marriages,  such  as  brothers  and 
sisters,  nieces  and  uncles.  &c.,  disgraced  and  degra- 
ded the  Selucidae.  engendering  among  each  oth?r 
mutual  hatred,  malignant  antipathies,  infidelity, 
treachery,  treason,  and  often  the  most  fiendish  as- 
sassinations. 

Aye.  sir,  in  two  centuries  the  Seieucidae  exterm- 
inated  themselves   by   consanguinuous    marriages. 
which*  brought  forth  a  set  of  rulers   who  gloated 
with  indifference  or.  crime,  on  civil  feuds,  and  on   a 
perfect  chaos  or'  iniquities.     And  thus  passed  away 
the  glory  and  grandeur  of  Syria,  from  the  effeminato 
control    of  that  debased  line  of  monarchs.*     Trace 
out  the  succession  of  Kings  "in  that  far-famed  coun- 
iie  fertile  deltas  of  the    Nile.    A 
country   inhabited  by  a   race  of  people,  who   from 
admixture   with  that  nation  took  on  the  beautiful 
mouid  of  the  Grecian.    They   were  endowed   with 
both  of  body  and  mind,  and  devoted  to 
lits  of  life,  witn  an  indefati- 
■•    commercial   enterprises,   and    were 
I   by   a  laudable  patriotism,  and 
ive  of  country.     The  arts  and  sciences  were 
■iduously   cultivated,  ami  ail  the  iraprove- 
liat    most  exalt,  ennoble,  and  adorn  the  men- 
physical   constitution  of  man    were  held  in 
idolatrous  estimation.    The  learning  of  that  people 
was   made  proverbial   by  sacred   history,  and  their 
prowess  was  extolled  by  every  tongue  and  in  every 
country,  as  being  far  in  advance   of  their  national 
cotemporaries. 

But    in  an  evil  hour  that  empire  of  wealth  and 
wisdom   fell    into  the  possession   of  Ptolemy  Soter, 
another  of  Alexander's  Marshals. 
Then  began  that  reign  of  polygamy  and  incest 
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